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Those who have served &

|l ncumbents of St . Paul 0 s, Bow Commnn;

Rev. Arthur Benjamin Cotton  First Vicar 18581878
(son of William Cotton, benefactor and builder of the church)

|

This account from the East London Church Chronicle (ELCC) for 1908 has
already been quoted earlier:

6 é a magnificent church was built by the late William Cotton, the founder of
Andrew, Bethnal Green, andas consecrated in 1858 by Rt. Rev. Dr. Tait, the Bisl
of London.The Church stood in a lovely position in the fields, with the Blacky
Railway Extension in the background. On a dark night the good people might be
picking their way across tHeelds with the aid of lanterns, and occasionally coming to grief in the gravel pits. Then
roads were made and houses sprang up like mushrooms, and the great Church was filled with suburban reside!
during the incumbency of the first Vicar, Rev. AB.@ti, who resigned in 1878 aft:

Il n tRlee¢ r 0 whke Arthud Cotton also wrote in 19 08 for the 50" Anniversary Booklet, he said this:

@®uring the incumbency of the first Vicar Rev. A.B. Cotton, the populatiapidly increased &ém 1,400 tdl4,000

souls, and the Church was filled to overflowing, but after twenty years of ever increasing work he effected an exchar
of Livings with the Rev. Rowl and T. Thislexchamge was foviteo b ¢
ancient parishof St . L e o n a r -Mduditf, Harhpshite.| e y

Work was hard butthesewer e per haps the most prosperous and &suc
resources of finance and personnel to share the work. Things got harder very soon.

Rev. Rowland Taylor Plummer Second Vicar 18781900
A . The work of the new church was clearly exceptionally demanding and led to the first

Vi car Oswappingd parishes with the man who
As the ELCC noted, a lot changed for the worse during Rev.
Pl ummer 6s i ncumb e n-stiained finances and i
very inadequate staffing, which led tragically to his breakdown
and retirement:

6During the incumbency of
population increased to nearly 15,000, but with the removal of w
to-do people, financial difficulties arose, and he was compelle
appeal to the E.L.C.F. to provide stige for the Assistant Clergy. ‘4
£135 per annum was granted for a second Curate vatidthe help .
of volunteers, the parish was worked by a staff of five clergy andr.._.. .,

lay-h el per s, unt il di saster came in the wutteil
resignation in 1900.20
' Arthur Cotton also noted this in his I regret to hear of the death of the Rev.
1890 Retropect Rowland Plummer, which occurred (ast
6ln 1892, Church | i f e ishbeinggnweek. After a two years’ cnracy at |y

o : Folkestorre he was appointed rector of
Works d b&/ gosstafg) Oft.ﬂ\mle;t;dcfom?;]umons on EaI'Ster E &y Hartley-Mandytt, Hants, where bhe re-
num _ere » baptsms or e_ year_’ nearly a hung .. ined from 1875 till 1878. In the latter
candidates were presented for Confirmation each year, | yeay he became vicar of St. Paul's, Bow
1200 children were being taught in the various Sunday Scho Common. which liviug he held until 1900,
but since then the population has changed verymamd work when through physical mflrmlt"-‘ﬁ} he. “'.;':
has suffered, arttiesecond Vicar resigned in 1900, complete “‘;l"d‘pl‘li‘;‘i dt‘l’n;‘j];)’;‘ll“‘:’t’k 1?:? :th‘l:‘:)(il:es‘;g:m’
broken down in health, and was succeeded by the ReV \ jhara he spent the last years of his life.
Forster , who had been Ass|From 1891 to 1897 he served on the old |8 8 5.

Lo . : Londen School Board, as a representative
He died in 1914 and on 7" April 1914 this very short | ¢ the Tower Hamlets, on which bedy he

report appeared in the local newspaper (EEM) did much solid work.
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Rev. Walter Forster Third Vicar 19001928
Curate 188-1900

As we heard from Arthur Cotton, the parish was a t perhaps its greatest peak around 1892 in terms
of the size of the congregation, number of clergy, range of parish activities and, above all, financial
resources with which to carry on all this work. Rowland Plummer saw both the peak of ministry

at Bow Common as well, during his final years, the sharp decline of what the parish was able to
do, with the prosperous parishioners moving far out and workers being harder both to find and to
fund.

Of the four curates who assisted him, Rev Walter Forster who arrived in 1885 would also have
witnessed both the rise and aistbd figureeon the right ¢f the p ar
picture, taken around 1890. Rowland Plummer is at the centre and the other curate is un-named.

On the left is an i mag eaydimhes A8 yddesisperdimthefparishslb geard s |
as curate and 28years as Vicar.

Walter Forster
therefore had no
illusions  about
the job in hand
when he was
appointed to
succeed Rowland
Plummer in 1900 |
as the third Vicar. &
He oversaw the

50h anniversary
celebrations in
1908, the same .
year in which the ELCC article above noted

0 S i 1900alifficulties have increased by the immigration of an alien population and the overwhelming
growth of poverty. Again, the E.L.C.F came to the rescue with a further grant of £30 per year: but the parisl
has only a staff of three priests and a very fewagkers.

This parish, like many in the East End, has buildings and everything needful, but lacks the necessary worke
but must have gone under long ago, but for the E.L.C.F. A ship has been the emblem of the Catholic Chul
since primitive times, butimk he East End it must be | i kened to

Alas, almost nothing has come down to us about these men who gave so much for the life of the
church and their community.

On 190 October 1934 The Church Times had these few lines to record the passing of Walter Forster
two days earlier.

-

FORSTER. — On the 17th inst.,, the Rev. WALTER
ForsTER, formerly Vicar of St. Paul's, Bow
Common 51885—1928), honorary Asst. Priest at St.

rancis of Assisi, Gladstone Park (1929—34), aged
76 years.—R.LP.
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Rev. Ralph Jonathan Goodwin Fourth Vicar 19281938

There is no informatonabout the third Vicar of St. Paul 0s,
I n the section on St . L ukekafterhis |Bcansitgeas the thRddVicar onp u b |
7th July 1928, the East London Advertiser surveyed the recent and past churchlife of the area as a
glimpse of the world the new Vicar would be engaging with.

'Y Rev. Cyril E. Carter Fifth Vicar 19381950

Revd. Cyril Carter (on the left) arrived as the fourth Vicar of the Parish in

. the dark days immediately before World War Il and saw the parish and

church through the even darker days of the Blitz and the destruction of his

church. Really, he knew the building for only two to three years before it
was badly shaken by the explosion of a land-mine nearby in September
1940and then totally destroyed six months later by incendiaries in 1941.
Thereafter, for the next nine years he and his congregation met and
worshipped wherever they could and he must have held the church

' together through its most testing times. The whole of this account opened
with those War -time days and the PCC records track Fr. Carter and his
people in their movements & challenges.

Late in 1950 just one line in the Church Council Minutes states:
17 October 1950
0The Vicar stated

t hat he had been o
Trinity, Hounsl ow. d

The church now had no buildings and no Vicar and the Minutes are useful in following the steps
and processes which led to the building of the most remarkable new c¢church of St.
Common, the likes of which could never have been imagined in those later post-War days.

There is a certain poignancy of this next photo which is perh aps the last one that we have oféhormal
times@before disaster struck. It is a photo of the church choir captured on Sunday 7t April 1940.

Seated next to Fr. Carter is his curate Fr. Cobb who had been in the parish for about a year. Easter
was now behind them and
even with trepidation

about how the War was
going to develop, no-one
could have imagined the
relentless attacks and g
destruction which would

come just 5 months later
when the Blitz began on
7th September 1940.

The undamaged church
can be seen behind the
group, never to be used
again after the collateral
damage it suffered on 20t
September of that year
and then devastation on
19h March 1941, its days finally ended
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There is almost nothing in the record about any of that vast array of people who make up the
majority of any church dits lay people! The view above however, unusually , identifies some of the

laity and it is good to be able to name even a few. Extraordinarily, in my own ministry | came to

know one of them personally, Henry Haywood, and had the deeply sad privilege of attending his

death. The young Henry Haywood shown at the right end of the 2 nd row was part of a solid St.

Paul 6s, Bow Common family. They all moved from
where | got to know him very well as churchwarden in my first years of ordained ministry at St.
Dunstanos, Stepney.
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Har ol d Ki ngst o oains to beochurchivardem defore Fr. Kirkby arrived and as my
neighbour, still l iving in the School Caretaker o6s |
death, was the only person in the congregation who had known the old church and had watched

it burn down. He was a truly good man and a real friend and neighbour and very sadly, | was also

to attend his death. Harold is 2nd from the right on the back row.

newspaper on 24h November 1950.

Of St Pau' S Bow Common \ It is a glowing tribute to his ministry in
! TheRovCECarterISLea\""g perhaps the parishos

. difficult days as well as, clearly, a much

! After Twelve Years valued ministry, along with that of his
- wife, to children a nd in education.

Farewe" Gifts to the Vicar ‘ This tribute to Fr. Carter is from a local

evoted service, the Rev. C. E.

:,.:.mrn:;::r fﬁf‘.cf:&'el Cthb‘:“l‘ihv'ml:o:l Holy Trlnli‘t‘ys ' The article continues on the following
no

Hounslow, where he will be- instituted 4oy the Bishop page.
of Kensington on Monday, December 4.

After twelve years of d
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The PCC Minutes recount:

16 November 1950

6The foll owing

Many will remember lhe won-
derful work which he and Mrs
|Carter have done, not only in
[their own parish, but also In a
' variety of ways in the East End
of n rand to mark this
| appreciation of their efforts. two
| presentations have been madé to
 them.
| On Priday, pupils and stafl of

v hools, together with
zthe Dsrs,sc resentatives of e

‘ s 8 {riends of the
ghool presented them with &
|burred walnut coffee tabile and
plate giass top.

Chairman of Managers

]

| ference was made 1o the
| afistion and help’ which had
| always been shown to the School

Mi

ready

of the Infants’'
a waste paper baskel.
Past and present parishioners

the

Rememberi
nights of the
o com
whereyer needed
tiring devot
his calling,

oldmtmembero!ttncnmng
presented & cheque on
half of the churchwardens

(Messrs. W.
Camp), the

nut e

parish gathered 1
h on Sunday to pay their
tribute to the retiring Vicar.

During the Raids

the

o be

and Mrs Carter]
given the Vicar iy oS
et

in

days and

Blitz. when he was
fort and cheer
ang his un-

jon &t &l] times
Mrs. J. Nash as Lhe

Haywood and
Parochial Church
Council and past and present

H

by Pather and' Mrs. Carter. 10| members of the congregalion

| the heavy and worrying work

Pather Carter had had as chaur- |

| man of the school managers and
!& the constant care and atten-
'tion Mrs Carter had given to
'ibtr labours as secretary of the

Children's Care COm;r(\’me; '{1\9’

1 tion was made by Uwx ony 3 n-
'gﬁ:\]tuvmmgost pupils in \!k‘[bered and they take with (hem
ISehool. Patricia  Comwall and|the

' Victor Copping Previously. Mrs

!

edication will

sincerest {)Od

among whom
M Hinchliffe and the children  worked in Stepnes

Albums, containing the names|
of contributors were given with)
| each gift

The work which Father and
Mrs. Carter have dope in their
own church and in the service of
long be remem-

wishes of
th» ha

sent to the Bishop

O0My Lord Bishop, in
privilege, we the Parochial Church
Council ofS't . Paul 0s, Bo

wish to make request to your Lordship
that the vacancy in this Parish caused
by the preferment of the Rev. C. E.
Cater be filled by a priest who is
Catholic and loyal to the Book of
Common Prayero6.20

12 December 1950

0 Mr . W. d Hhisogueed othe
Rev. G. Kirkby who addressed the
meeting and stated his views. He was
asked a number of questions and
suitably responded. It was
unanimously agreed by the PCC that
a letter should be sent to the Bishop
saying that we were pleased with the
interview and would welcomerF
Kirkby as our new V

y-

The vastly changed parish to which Fr. Kirkby came. This view, taken on 5% July 1950, shows
temporary prefabricated

destroyed, with

t he
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Rev. Reginald Gresham Kirkby Sixth Vicar 19511994

Fifth Vicarof St . 4 BukdettRd., and Priestin-Charge of S t . PE
Bow Common, Sixth Vicarof St .  PBow Commmon and

First Vicar of the United Benefice of St. Paul with St. Luke from July
1951

Wi thout Fr . Kirkbyos vi si agmmess aptke
refusal to compromise on the unique and radical outlook which he held
there would not be the remarkable building upon which this account
primarily focuses and which is now recognised as the most significant
post-War church in Britain. It was his instinct which spotted the gifts
and shared vision held by Bob Maguire and Keith Murray and together
they evolved the remarkable building which has been described here ’
across many pages!

In what follows afew items from the small collection which exists about

him in the church archive is gathered in tribute to this remarkable man.

_ ) ) Fr Kirkby in 1988
Below perhaps are the earliest photos we have of Fr. Kirkby in 1951,

having recently arrived in the parish and c elebrating a Feast of St. Paulin the ruins of the old church,
marking the news that a new church would arise on that spot 8 as indeed it would some nine years later.

>N A_.""_,.%"o". ‘.‘ ..: - .
On the left, Fr. Kirkby is the figure by the altar and behind
him are Fr. Whittaker, his curate, and Fr. Hordern, anoth er

- -
Here is Fr. Kirkby-very earl_y_“in his
Burdett Rd. which was used after St.

~ <"

-

On the right is Fr.
Kirkby in 1958
assisting the Bishop
of Stepney, The Rt.
Rev. Everard Lunt,
in the laying of the
Foundation Stone of
his new church
which would be

consecrated in 1960. o
b
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The 19506s 60Ski
Donegan is seen here in 1958
helping launch the Appeal for the

new building and also the new

Stebon School nearby.

| read somewhere that Fr. Kirkby
conducted Lonni e
marriage without realising how
well -known he was!

There are no photographs of Fr.

Kirkby at the consecration of his new church but one of the first major
services was a celebration in the church shortly after its consecration in 1960to celebrate the Centenary of
the Church School. He is seen at the altar with curate, Fr. John Rowe.

The Congreantion asstmbles A e Uhvistenings oF Judits Zamore & Jamo Rowe
= N = POR 0 Janu Powe

Dok ron MEE 0 g,

qu'!‘l H‘:Oluy !t\\y‘uw( woediey Eshwr f'u)(nf Homct Cary Frank Jarvis Mary Mikonaie

Barvera Fethat My Downe Ty Dibbe Tuhie Spuare ! ” Mn C Winmie Wyalt
y v - Y \ f ~ L’s . ' Camyp A f

nolding ke Rowe Mihe Sher Cddie Runham barance and Jand Giliam v l.;lbb’ Nabsl Rowe

Frear faw ol s cigwe
— Al

Kaporr Tk Brme Araslls Apwe Guome Srear haling TudiM Mes, Kinaidn halliag Tin « Panl Rowig - Mafge Am
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In 1968 Fr. Kirkby
celebrated his silver
jubilee of priesthood.
The East London
Advertiser featured the
celebrations in  this
article. He comments on
attitudes to the new
church!

. ~n
v wmA e
L

o Pty Db Beten Beed. B
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R T -

The Soe. Brpeetd Mk
R =

Bow clergyman’s
silver jubilee

A CLERGYMAN whose
fitst incumbency was in a
war - devastated  parish  in
Bow last week celebrated his

horoughly modern church
f St. Pyul’s, Burdett Road.
Bow.

When the Rev. Reginuld G,
IKiskby came 10 the East End 17
years ago the wiry of the bliz
were - sl much in evidence. In
his new uUnlied parish the originul

jchurch of St. Paul's had  been
jcompletely  destroved  and St
ILuke's. further along the Burdent

Road, had been badly  damaged
by a fand mine.

Services continued in St. Luke’s
unnl the building was demolished.

“The - whole thing was badly
shaken up and couldn’t have been
restored,” said Mr. Kirkby,

The building had 1o aban-
doned before work on  the new

St Paul’s church—on the site of
the oviginal — had begun. A
“broken down" hall in nearhy

Rowsell Strect was then wsed for
services undil the church opencd.

“We've used  three  different
buiidings for services and 've lived
in three differemt houses '™ sald
the clergyman,

ORDAINED IN MANCHESTER

Mr. Kirkby was ordained 25
vears ago in  Manchester,  After
some time in that city and Middies-

silver jubilee in thel

borough spent as & curate he camg|
10 andon to become Priest-in-|
Charge of a church in  North|
Kesington, He became priest atl
St Paul’s  when the church was|
opened egbl years ago.

e design of St, Paul's chunch
s very much 20th  century and
not everybody's cup of tea, but
the priest feels that a person's
altdude o the building depends
on whether be or she s a church-
Hoer,

lhr people who don't 20 10
church,” said Mr, Kirkby, " like
churches 1o look Victorwn, People
who do go to church are misch
more advanced than tha

He agreed that when it was hm.
built it did not blend with the
neighbouring terraced  houses bul|
with subsequent  developmenis it
has come Mo its own. It is now|
surrounded by the kind of houses
o was designed 0 hold its own
with,” he said.

Last week a High Mass of
Thanksgiving was held (o celebrate
My, Kirkby's jubilee, Preacher for
the eveming was the Rev. Haroid
Riley, wvicar of St Augustine's,
Kilburn, and Mr. Kirkby's firss
rector in Manchester
On behalf of the coagregation
and “all at the church™ chuarch
warden Miss M. Byer presented
the priest with a cheque for L75
Mr. Kitkby had alrendy received
a ES gift from St. Paul's lafants’
school where he teaches and where
he i chairman of the school
MUNAers.

In 1972the new Church School (also by Maguire and Murray) was dedicated by the Bishop of

Stepney, The Rt. Rev. Trevor Huddleston.

A Dedication Mass was held in the church at which Fr. Kirkby assisted.
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In 1988 a real accolade for the churchand a national recognition of its importance ju st 28 years
after it was opened, from the Dept. of the Environment asthe church was granted Listed Status o

not just Grade Il but Grade II*-t h a't
60i mportance

being of

0*0

or mor e

meani ng
t hen

that the
speci al

The rules only permit a minimum of 30 yearsto passbefore a building can attain such listed status
and so that period had been applied to the design and first beginnings of the church in 1958rather

than its consecration in 196Q

The Independent newspaper had this article about this and other buildings g ranted listed status in

April 1988

Modern medieval
church stands
the test of time

A LETTER from the Depart-
ment of the Environment
dropped on the mat of the incum-
bent of St Paul's Church, Bow
Common, east London, yesterday
morning. It told him that his
church, which he had helped to
design 30 years ago, has just been
listed Grade II*.

[t was one of 18 buildings dating
from 1939 to 1958 to receive the
accolade of listing. It was only just
eligible for inclusion under the
department’s new rolling 30-year
rule, which supposes that three
decades is sufficient to give an in-
dication of which buildings will
stand the test of time. It was com-
pleted in 1960.

The letter told him: “It would
appear that the building is an ec-
clesiastical building which is for
the time being used for ecclesias-
tical purposes..”. The Rev
Gresham Kirkby noted this pas-
sage, and said: “Well, I suppose it
could become a supermarket”.

Certainly, the building would
be easy to render secure; Its few
windows are set high in rather for-

By Richard North
Environment Correspondent

bidding brick walls. From the out-
side, it seems a little bleak.

Within, it was one of the first
churches to be “in the round”. It
also has the characteristic of any
good church becoming old: there
are two tin bath tubs to catch the
rain drops from the lantern tower
which lights the building.

“The roof needs an overhaul”,
said Mr Kirkby. The design,
though very modern, was in-
tended by the architects to reflect
his passion for the openness of
the medieval church at Thaxted,
in Essex. But there are hints of
the Greek Orthodox, and of Ra-
venna, especially in the mosaics
which surround its interior.

English Heritage, the Govern-
ment’s official advisor on the aes-
thetics and importance of build-
ings, was smarting that of a list of
70 buildings which it was confi-
dent had merit, and which was
partly the result of a public com-
petition, ministers could agree on
eighteen. Lord Caithness, Minis-
ter for the Environment, said yes-
terday that the Government had
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hoped to list 50.
“But the task has proved diffi-

cult. In many cases, it is too soon
to make objective judgements
about the special interest of indi-
vidual buildings. The quality of
much post-war architecture is still
the subject of fierce controversy,
not least because it is now gener-
ally accepted that many funda-
mental errors were made in
matching design to function
which failed to give proper weight
to the humane and aesthetic qual-
ities required in good architec-
ture”.

Ministers  dismissed Roe-
hampton Estate, one of the most
powerful statements of the high-
rise housing ideal — some would
say mania — of the late Fifties
and Sixties. Although English
Heritage felt strongly that it was a
contender, at least as a classic of
its time, the politicians’ view
seems to have been that it would
be a pity to put the official seal of
approval on buildings many
would like to knock down — if it
could be afforded.

buil di
i nt er



The same sort of problem ap-
plied to the monolithic Bankside
Power Station, on the Thames.
Save Britain’s Heritage, the vol-
untary preservation group, and
English Heritage wanted it listed.
Startling and impressive, it seems
as though its genesis might have
been at the hands of Albert Speer,
rather than some more gentle En-
glish spirit. The Government
baulked at lauding it, and at im-
plying that the site was other than
ripe for redevelopment,

Yesterday's list is not final:
ministers can add to it at any time,
Listing is not a guarantee that
buildings will not be knocked
down, though permission must be
sought to alter or demolish them.
In the last two years, nearly 340
listed buildings have been demol-
ished. They included no Grade I
buildings, which are of “excep-
tional interest”, and compose 2
per cent of the total. Two Grade
IT*, “of importance of more than
special interest”, were lost, The
rest were Grade II, or of merely
“special interest”,

Honoured architecture

GRADE I: Coventry Cathedral;
Royal Festival Hall, London, SE1.

GRADE II*: St Paul’s Church,
Bow Common, London, E3;
Stockwell Bus Garage, London,
SW2; TUC Memorial Building,
London, WCL

GRADE II: 20 Blackheath Park,
Greenwich, London, SE3; 15-19
Aubrey Walk, Kensington, Lon-
don, W8; The Pediment, Aynho,
Northamptonshire;, 1 Dean
Trench Street, Westminster, Lon-
don, SWI1; St Columba’s Church,

Pont Street, Kensington, London,
SWI1; Exeter University Chapel;
St John’s Church, Newbury,
Berkshire; Time-Life Building,
New Bond Street, London, WI;
Burleigh  Primary School,
Cheshunt, Hertfordshire;
Hallfield Primary School, Pad-
dington, London, W2; Cripps
Hall of Residence, Nottingham
University; Runcorn-Widnes
Bridge, Runcorn, Cheshire;
Three Standing Figures by Henry
Moore, Battersea Park, London,
SWIL
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The East London Advertiser 8t April 1988

WHAT s the holy
alliance between a Bow
church, the TUuC
headquarters and
Stockwell bus garage?

The answer is that
architecture boffins have
given them grade 2 listing
ulon%)with 15 other post-
war buildings.

Father Gresham Kirk-
by, the 71-year-old vicar

of St, Paul’s Church, Bow -

Common, was delighted
when he heard the news.

SHOCKED

He said: “The church
was built in 1958 and the
time period for being
listed was 1939-58, so we
just got in by the skin of
our teeth.”

But he admitted that
many locals turn their
nose up at the modern
church in Burdett Road
even though experts come
from all over the world to
see it.

Father Kirkby said: “It
‘r.uther shocked local peo-

ple when it was built to
replace one destroyed in
the war but it has lasted
very well and good mate-
rials were used.

“The listing has given
us a certain glamour
which is nice, and it may
mean we can get more
grants in the future.”

St. Paul's in Bow ... monument to the Fifties
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Six years later Fr. Kirkby

reti

red after

4 3

year s

at St

extraordinary legacy in his remarkable building which, as | discovered during the 18 years which
followed, had so much more to revealin the future.

This article appeared in East EndLife on 10t March 1994

A service with smiles

ather Gresham
Kirkby has
been parish

priest at St Pauls on
Bow Common for
more than 40 years.
On the eve of his
retirement, Sandra
Heavenstone asked
him about his East
End life.

How long have you
lived in the East End?

1 arrived in 1951 at the
time of the Festival of
Britain, When I first
arrived I tried to visit all
the flats locally within my
parish, but times have
changed. With more

working mums there's not
always someone at home
during the day so visiting
isn't an option.

What are your roots?

I'm an imported
Eastender. I'm a Cornish
lad from Helston, I don't
come from a family of
vicara where the fourth
son, always the simple
minded one supposedly
becomes a vicar.

Going to church was
taken for granted in those
days although it bored me
stiff.

What is your
impression of the
people, of Eastenders?

People do seem to like a

good row. If you can give
people as good as you get
you've made a friend for
life.

I think that there is In
my experience, if people
are made aware of a need
they will come to your
aid I developed
friendships with some of
the Islanders who were
tug and lock men and we

used to go drinking
together

Tell us about your
parish.

The parish came into
being in the 1890s. At
that time it was
supported by sunshine
ladies and parish workers

who held the parish
together.

Father Gresham: o Cornishman in the East End

Bow vicar quits

s women priests
get the thumbs
p from the

Church of England, the
East End's longest
sorving parish priest

Father Gresham
Kirkby sayw: *I resign.”

Following the ‘yos' vote
for women's ordination,
Fr Gresham of 8t Pauls,
Bow Common s hanging
up his cassock because he
won't stay in a Church
with women priesta

“This \n my protest vote.'
he stormed. “Even during
the times of St Augustine
these heretics weren't
allowed. There have
always been hoathen
religions and socts but |
do not belisve that they
should serve ns priesta”

Father Gresham who i
77 han been the local
parish priest at St Pauls
for over 40 yours. Ho was
trained at Mirfield
College of the
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Pre-war my parish had
over 21,000 members
Now there are 5,000.

It's sad that churches
cannot stay open all day
nowadays as they do in
countries like Italy or
Spain.

What kind of music do
you provide?

I don't like any of this
pop nonsense but | like
good tunes. For me it's
plainsong and Bach. I'm
also very keen on
Gregorian chants

Which people have
made an impression on
you?

Conrad Noel of Thaxted
- the red vicar, as he was
known. He was a
libertarian socialist and a
man of great holiness

I have protested against
things [ feel strongly
sbout in the past - racism
and the bomb and did
spend a week in prison

after a ban the bomb
demonstration in
Trafalgar Square

What interesting
places have you
visited?

I'd take @ rucksack and
disappear off to Paris in
my youth, not knowing
where I'd end up.

I spent time in Eastern
Europe at the time of the
Ceaucescu regime. | hiked

Resurrection in Leods,
which i» opposed to the
ordination of women: Fr
Gesham is fumous for his
protests - he once spent a
woek in prison after a
Ban the Bomb demo in
Trafalgar Square

Bulgaria and Rumania

When visiting Rome |
watched the Cardinal of
Palermo acknowledge
everyone by name from
the famous to the local
peasant woman as she
kissed his ring. Not to
misgs out | jumped in the
queue and said, “I
represent the Church of
England.”

What are your beliefs?

I believe in a society
based on co-gperation, not
competitiveness

The welfare state is
rather like & nice rice
pudding that Is just not
substantial enough. 1|
really think we have
made
dependent

v!‘ﬂplt' too

Paul

(



What remains of F r

And

hi

S

final

Kirkbyods

|l etter

t

final ser mon

3 i b fureh, We 9 Kok Dullf Tidf | prikt ¥ el et
‘aﬂb‘u‘-la. 4«,..{«&“ w oo A, b g G Galg o Howen, Yo St
‘l"’urw-n.,ht#a}wfh/

T Ml u u,u,.,rwfﬂt““]dﬁfﬂb. Vo e B2
Mwm&,am{.wm. Tl B4 o s W5 Guapdog 2B abal’
Ve prny Wy liagdn it < m sodl g in btaess Bl o 30 2 mtans, 450
i ary g sl L Ao o o by W Aeroy LA Ao Hn S5
A g W oo ek fo g 0 s G bepalily tomfsed, bl W4,
S 7 T [ e L NT. fcate % Font 0ind
P B g = ooy My Tl 0 355 20 Ty eopadl, ey o8y
“"‘"/Mwﬂ&-, & % e

Y& punql r Lot ssoly ey oo Vabrediubin g i dinedodue
Rad, sy bt Wrlig 4 Uyl & e il gy, 86 poblae JH 0
Thowed v 13 fad Vieas Conpad, o) el e greal . Wby s o,
& ot Bl Al | 0ol way wn-oaapdohd)-raw

U v oo Dl - Beomtas | s e i A Hierag € o Mtovorr
B 8 oy ¢ e - Godls Moo ot 3 sattaig oMo Lomvnscl,

B Wt acqumd v A, § Hatkid v U U G o

L §AUT
oot e Duae s %k cmwummr“;.ufﬁﬁy o Pl

A pes A
o &3 Lot o @ dpp wnusndd, Qap 4y Mff/h u-uf;ﬁ- w:“

L4 B lorg of Mg KG o sarled & deson & ok & g,,,.tuzw.s«-
b Rdres 7w sy g, Fam domy et lepag b Qiigrang s gad.
A Qe B Loty Jaindy . Hope ot fuilive i o it

] oy L ¥l Lk iy - dutigyiade Sont b o ol
%‘“’"f""*“'r‘"tdww'f'f?'-

3%”%%%%fﬂ?%ﬂk¢,yda_

o the church foll owing

-274-

hi



